






Table 1:  Hausa Consonants                                        (a) 

/b/  /Б/ / m/  /f/  /fy/  /t/  /d/  /ɗ/  /I/  /r/  /n/  /ŋ/   /  ր/ /S/   

/Z/ /ts/ /r/ /sh/ /c/ /j/ /y/ /g/ /w/ /h/ /r/ /‚/  /ƙy/  /y/  /ky/   

/ƙw/   /kw/   /gy/ /gw/     /’y/   

 

Source: M.A.Z. Sani (2005)
 

 

Twenty-six (26) out of these consonants are known as simple consonants:        (b) 

 

/b/     /ɗ/     /m/    /f/     /t/    /d/     /d/     /l/     /r/    /n/     /ŋ/    /n/    /s/   /z/   /ts/   /r/   /sh/   /c/   

/j/   /y/   /k/   /g/   /w/   /h/   /r/      

 

Source: M.A.Z. Sani (2005) 

 

The other eight (8) are called consonants with secondary articulation. They are: 

/fy/      /ky/      /ky/    /kw/     /kw/    /gy/    /gw/    /‘y/     

  

                   Source: M.A.Z. Sani (2005) 

Oral Consonant          a 
 

/b/    /d/      /f/    /g/   /gb/    /h/    /j/    /k/    /l/   /m/    /n/    /p/    /r/    /s/    /x/     /t/    /w/    /y/.

      

Sources: Owolabi (1989) & ̣láwúwo (2018) 



               b 
/m/  and  /n/.  
     

Source: Owolabi (1989) & ̣ láwúwo  (2018) 

  Nasal consonants  

Table of Hausa Vowels     (a) 

Short vowel a  i  o  u  e 
Long aa /ii/ oo/ uu / ee 
Diphthong ai / au / iu / ui 

Table of Yorùbá Vowels    (b) 

Oral  a   e   ̣    i   o   ̣    u 

Nasal an   ̣ n   in   ̣ n   un 

                 Source:     Owolabi (1989) & ̣ láwúwo  (2018) 

Tones in Yorùbá       
(b)

 

High (/) 
Low (   ) 
Mid (   ) 

           Source: Owolabi (1989) & ̣ láwúwo  (2018)  

      (a) 
High (/) 
Low (   ) 
Falling  (�) 

Source: M.A.Z. Sani (2005) 



Arabic  Hausa  Gloss  

Ad-dunyah duniya World  

Al-basil Albasa Onion 

Al-Miqas Almakashi Scissors  

Mu’alimun Malami Teacher  

Madrasatun Makaranta School  

Al-maut Mutuwa Death 

Al-akhira Lahira Heaven 

Waqtu Lokaci Time 

Al-imam  Liman Spiritual leader  

Siyasa Siyasa Politics 

Kharaj Haraji Tax 

Al-qalam Alkalami Pen 

Harfun Harafi Consonant 

 

English  Hausa  Gloss  
Principal  Frinsifal  Principal  
Table Taburi Table  
Register Rijista Register  
Secretary Sakatare Secretary 
Certificate Satifiket  Certificate 
Commissioner Kwamishina Commissioner   
Church  Coci  Church  
Report Rahoto  Report 
Premier  Firimiya  Premier 
College Kwaleji College  
Telephone Tarho Telephone 
Manager Manaja Manager 
Soldier Soja Soldier 
Barrack  Bariki Barrack  

 



Fulfulde  Hausa  Gloss  
Kawu  Kawu Uncle  
Nagge Nagge Cow 
Bukkaro Bukka Hut 
Kindirmu Kindirmo Yoghurt  
Mura Mura  Cold  

 

Kanuri  Hausa  Gloss  
Zango  Zango  Camping place  
Maako  Mako Week  
Kasugu  Kasuwa  Market  
Yarima  Yarima  Prince  
Cirooma  Ciroma  Chieftancy title  

 

Yoruba   Hausa  Gloss  

Ìsáná Ashana Matches  

Akọ̀wé Akawu Secretary  

Agogo Agogo Clock 

Gèlè Gyale Veil 

Pákí Kwaki Cassava  

Dírẹ́ba Direba Driver  

Páànù Kwano Iron Sheet  

Kẹ̀kẹ́ Keke Bicycle 

Mọ́tò Mota Motor 

 



Arabic  Yorùbá  Gloss  
Ad-du’a Àdúrà Prayer  
 Al-barakah Àlúbáríkà Blessing 
Ar-ra’d Ààrá Thunder 
Zaman  Sámọ́ọ́n Sky, heaven 
Sabab Sábàbí Cause, reason   
Fakhr Fáàrí Decent/decency 
Shar’ah Sẹ̀ríà Judgment  
Tifl Túfúlù Baby, child. 
Waqt Wákàtí Time, hour. 
Taqah Táakà Power, force, ability. 
Al-marad Ámọ́di Disease. 

 

English  Yoruba  Gloss  

Rubber  rọ́bà Rubber  

Church  Sọ́ọ̀sì Church  

Court  Kọ́ọ̀tù Court  

Bread  Búr ẹ́dì Bread  

Frame  Férémù  Frame  

Office  Ọ́fíìsì  Office  

Alum  álọ́ọ̀mù Alum  

 

Hausa  Yorùbá  Gloss  
Albasa  Àlùbọ́sà  Onion  
Amma  Àmọ́ But  
Suna  Súná Naming 
Gero Jéró Millet 
Dawa Dáwà Guineacorn  
Anfani  Ànfàní  Usefulness  
Tawwada  Tàdáà Ink 
Bunsuru  Mèsóró  Goat 
Kananfari  Kànáfùrù  Alum 
‘yarciki  Ẹsikí A kind of gown won by men  
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